University of Montana

ScholarWorks at University of Montana
University of Montana News Releases, 1928,
1956-present

University Relations

2-6-1997

UM gains new computer lab in University Center
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases

Let us know how access to this document benefits you.
Recommended Citation
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "UM gains new computer lab in University
Center" (1997). University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 1956-present. 14605.
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/14605

This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928,
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information,
please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu.

The University of

Montana
UNIVERSITY COMMUNICATIONS • MISSOULA, MT 5 9 8 1 2

•

4 0 6 - 2 4 3 -2 5 2 2

• FAX: 4 0 6 - 2 4 3 -4 5 2 0

Feb. 7, 1997
UM GAINS NEW C O M PU TER LAB IN UNIVERSITY CENTER
M ISSOULA ~
The University o f Montana's student union, the hub of student activities on campus, gains a
new dimension this month with the addition of a computer lab.
The University C enter's newest offering opens Monday, Feb. 10, boasting longer hours and
more elbow room than any other computer lab on campus. The lab boosts the number of generalaccess computers on campus by about 25 percent.
"This is great," said ASUM President Jason Thielman. "So many students have had so
many problems getting their computer work done. And this is the ideal location ... the place
where students come to eat and to hang out."
Thielman, who included a UC computer lab in his platform while campaigning for the
student body presidency, said one major advantage of the lab is that it will always be available for
student use, unlike other labs that are sometimes occupied by classes or faculty seminars.
The lab boasts 54 Pentium 166 computers, including several specially equipped for
wheelchair access, UC Director Gary Ratcliff said, and there’s room to add another 12 machines.
Each machine features World Wide Web access, a CD-Rom player and the latest versions o f
popular software including Microsoft Office 97 Professional, WordPerfect 7, Adobe Photoshop,
Adobe Illustrator, Visual Basic and Netscape.
Located in the northwest comer of the UC’s second floor, the lab is open from 7:30 a.m.
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to 11 p.m. Monday through Friday, from 9 a.m. to 11 p.m. Saturday, and trom 10 a.m. to 11
p.m . Sunday.
Besides giving students a convenient place to log on, the new lab will be good tor the l C
by increasing foot traffic and boosting the facility’s value to students, Ratclitt said.
Ken Stolz, director of budget and planning in UM ’s Office of Information Technology, said
the new lab bumps the number of general-access computers on campus to about 250, moving the
University closer to its goal of 300.
For more information about the lab, call UM Computing and Information Services, 2435455.
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